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M5. ADRI ENNE LEVATI NO

CHAI RMAN JAMES: Adri enne Levati no.

MS. LEVATI NO Thank you. My nane is Adrienne
Levatino and |I'm an executive director of Illinois Casino Gam ng
Association and | am proud to be here today, on behalf of our

industry and its 10,000 enpl oyees. Riverboat gam ng, sinply put,
is an industry that has exceeded expectations and surpassed its
prom ses.

Since our first licensee set sail in Septenber of
1991, the gam ng tax paynents al one have benefited the state of
II'linois by $1.3 billion and have produced nearly $400 mllion in
revenues for |ocal governnents. The industry's cunulative
payroll exceeds $1.15 billion and we have provided enployee
benefits at a cost of nore than a quarter of a billion dollars.
We have purchased half a billion dollars in goods and services
from |l ocal vendors and have nade capital investnents exceeding
$686 million.

A report was recently prepared by the Regional
Econom cs Applications Laboratory at the University of Illinois
for the Illinois Gam ng Board. The report traced the inpact of
expenditures by gamng patrons on a nunber of key economc
i ndi cat ors. It found that riverboat casino gam ng generated
directly and indirectly about $1.2 billion worth of output in the
[I'linois econony in 1995. Over 17,000 jobs were associated with
our industry and the inconme generated anmounted to al nost $780
mllion. Total tax revenues associated with the industry's
activity anmounted to $330 mllion.
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Qur executives and enpl oyees are generous vol unteers
in their communities and our industry generously supports a w de
range of civic and charitable contributions. W also on our own
voluntary without any state legal requirenents, established early
on a responsi ble gam ng program funded entirely by the riverboat
gam ng industry. The program has been recognized and
conplinmented by the National Council on Problem Ganbli ng.

The state originally sanctioned riverboat gamng as a
means to stinulate economes of river towns which had been
abandoned by the other industries. W have indeed been a
powerful economc engine in our comunities, driving investnent
and revitalizing |ocal econom es. W have nost inportantly
created business partners, people who have |earned new jobs and
new life skills, people who have invested in 401(k) plans wth
us, people who have built businesses and realized dreans as a
result of our presence in their communities. W are proud of our
acconpl i shnents and successes and we have worked hard for them
Casi no operators, casino investors and casino enployees all have
contributed to a positive resurgence of |ocal pride and |oca
econony and have done which seened nearly inpossible in this
great prairie state only a decade ago, breathed new life into
dyi ng towns.

CHAI RMAN JAMES: Thank you.
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